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International Humanitarian Law
[bookmark: _GoBack]International Humanitarian Law (IHL) is a branch of International Law and also referred to as the law of armed conflict or the laws of war (Jus in Bello) and a legal framework that regulates the way countries conduct an armed war or even occupation (Zamir, 2017). It has a set of principles and rules which are meant to lower the effects of armed conflicts due to humanitarian reasons such as protecting people who are not participants of the war. It also tends to regulate and restrict the methods and means of available to the fighters (Solis, 2016). 
IHL is enthused by deliberations of humanity and minimizing human suffering thereby seeks to protect people and property that tend to be affected by armed conflict and control the rights of opponents to make use of tools of war of their choice. It includes The Hague and Geneva Convections and other case laws, treaties and customary international law (Zamir, 2017). 
It has two major principles which are the protection of people who no longer or are not partaking in the war and the control of the right of combatants to use methods of their choice during the war (Solis, 2016). It tends to regulate the circumstances under which a country may use force for self-defense based on the authorization of the UN Security Council. During the occurrence of an armed conflict, IHL is considered to be applicable to all the parties despite being justified to use force under the UN’s principles (Zamir, 2017). The IHL works towards balancing military necessity and humanitarian concerns and puts warfare under the rule of law by restraining the destructive effect. 
Conclusively, the IHL falls under International Law and mainly covers issues related to armed conflicts and war. The IHL tends to prevent human suffering during times of armed conflicts especially by protecting the non-participants and limiting the force used.
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